




LEIGH AND BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Leigh and Bransford Parish Council held by conference call at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 November 2020.

Attended by Mr J Sharp (chairman), Mr D Fereday, Mr P King, Mr P Ralph, Mr G Jones, Mr M Hinchliffe, Mrs A Oliver, Mr R Husband, Mr N Cresswell, Mr P Hawkins
Mr J Gamble (part meeting), Cllr P Tuthill (WCC) (part meeting), J Barker (clerk)

41/20	Apologies
There were apologies from Mr B Porter, Cllr S Rouse (MHDC) and Cllr P Whatley (MHDC)

42/20	a) Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the Agenda (personal and prejudicial) - Mr P Ralph declared an interest in item 47/20 (a) and took no part in discussions or voting.
b) Notification of any changes to the Register of Interests – None

The meeting was closed at this point to allow members of the public present to speak

Mr J Gamble, representing Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall Trustees, spoke in support of item 47/20(b), application for £1000 grant funding for Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall flat roof repair.

Meeting reconvened.

Item 47/20 was moved up the agenda for the benefit of members of the public present.

47/20	To consider grant applications
a) Leigh & Bransford Badgers Football Club – application for grant funding towards the provision of a new car park for use by Leigh & Bransford Badgers FC at Guinness Park Farm, Leigh Sinton
The application and additional information provided by Leigh & Bransford Badgers had previously been circulated. Following discussion Mr Cresswell proposed a grant of £500 be made available once the remainder of the £3500 required to complete the project has been raised. Mrs Oliver seconded, and the proposal was carried seven in favour to none against, with three abstentions. 

b) Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall – Application for a grant of £1000 towards the cost of roof repairs at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall, Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton
Proposed by Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Husband, carried unanimously.

c) Budgeted annual donations to South Worcestershire Citizens Advice and The Sphere
South Worcestershire Citizens Advice – Mr King proposed £500, seconded by Mr Fereday and approved unanimously.
The Sphere – Mr King proposed £25, seconded by Mr Fereday, approved unanimously.

43/20	Minutes
The minutes of the conference call meeting held on 22 September 2020 had been circulated. Proposed by Mr Husband, seconded by Mr Jones, approved unanimously

44/20	Reports from representatives of other bodies: 
	
MHDC - Councillors Rouse and Whatley had given apologies and had provided a short written update.

WCC – Councillor Tuthill gave updates on the county fire and health services and work on the southern link road.
Highways updates: 
· The highways engineer has recommended two sets of roundels to slow the traffic around Bransford roundabout, costing £300/pair. Until the recommended engineering works are complete enforcement will not be carried out. Cllr Tuthill offered to pay for one set from his allowance. Mr Husband proposed the parish council purchase the second pair at £300, Mr Jones seconded, and it was agreed unanimously. 
· Speed signs in Leigh Sinton – the requested yellow backgrounds have been approved and funding agreed.
· Parking in Leigh Sinton – mini bollards are being considered for the footway opposite the Old Somers Arms.
· Parking in Clewer Croft – refuse truck has been unable to access due to parked vehicles – Mr Husband to follow up with Cllr Rouse.
· Mud on the A4103 There was debate as to the origin of the mud on the highway outside the Pencroft site. It was suggested the individuals reporting the problem keep a log so that regulatory services can investigate.
· The Safer Roads Partnership and the police are looking into setting up roadside speed checks in the parish.

45/20	Progress reports on ongoing issues
· Leigh Hurst play area – Work is almost complete and a pre-opening Rospa inspection has been requested. Mrs Oliver to write a piece for the Malvern Gazette. MHDC will supply a plaque stating the refurbishment has been funded using s106 monies. On behalf of the council the Chairman thanked Mrs Oliver for her work on the scheme and for arranging the removal of the old equipment and debris from the site.
· Covid-19 – There have been no calls for help to the parish covid response team, any assistance needed being provided within the community.
· Overgrown grass at the bus shelter in Leigh Sinton has been cut back.
· The footway to Stocks Lane reported at the last meeting has been cleared and widened.
· Work on Rectory Wood is now complete, and the grant application can now be progressed.

Planning committee chairman Mr Fereday took the chair for item 46/20

46/20   Planning
[bookmark: _Hlk42185739]a)    There have been no new applications or updates ongoing planning matters	
b)     Planning decisions 
	20/01130/FUL		Fox Inn, Bransford Court Lane	Timber pergola			Approved
	20/01300/LB		The Bothy, Sherridge Road	Replace	 doors & windows	Approved
	20/01188/LB		Old Byre, Dingle Road		Internal/external alterations	Approved
c)	Neighbourhood Planning – No update
		
Mr Sharp resumed the chair for the remainder of the meeting.
	
 48/20	To consider parish council participation in the ‘Slow Ways’ project
	Mr King outlined the project and proposed the parish council participate by promoting it in the parish; the chairman seconded, and it was approved unanimously.

 49/20	To consider the consultation on the possible provision of Community Sports Facilities on land off the A4103, Leigh Sinton (opposite Leigh & Bransford Primary School)
	The forthcoming consultation was discussed. The parish council has been asked to participate in a meeting of key stakeholders to gauge what local people would want from such a scheme. Members expressed concern at the focus on football to the exclusion of other sports/recreation facilities and also the potential impact on the parish housing allocation. The Chairman, Mr King, Mr Fereday and Mr Ralph will participate in the group, which will be led by Mr King.



 50/20	To consider a request to site a wooden Christmas Tree in the Jubilee Garden, Leigh Sinton
There has been a request to site a wooden tree in the Jubilee Garden, Leigh Sinton, over the Christmas period, on which people can hang Christmas messages. The Chairman proposed approval, Mr Husband seconded, and it was approved unanimously.

Mr King left the meeting at this point.

 51/20	Finance
a) To consider the budget and precept request for 2021/22
Financial information for the year to 31/10/2020 and a draft budget for 2021/22 had been circulated. It was noted that the aim will be to maintain the precept at its 2020/21 level, but that until information on the tax base is received a final precept request cannot be determined. 
Mr Fereday proposed the draft budget of £22,290 for 2021/22 be accepted, Mr Jones seconded, and it was approved unanimously. The decision on the precept request was deferred to the January meeting. 

b) To approve accounts paid
NEST			Clerk pension 							£55.18
Viking 			Office supplies (to replace chq 101376 23/03/20 DNA)		£89.39
James Monk Design	Web hosting and domain renewal				£72.00
J Barker		Reimbursed HMRC payment (£69.03), office supplies (£21.99)	£91.02
R Wilks		Lengthsman – September					£316.80
R Wilks		Jubilee garden work						£144.00
J Barker		Clerk – October							£752.79
Ludus Leisure Ltd	Play equipment – interim payment				£20,152.20
R Wilks		Lengthsman – October 						£403.20
Viking			Office supplies							£47.10
PKF Littlejohn		Audit 2019-20							£240.00
Tom Suttill		Mowing and hedge work					£1783.20
J Barker		Clerk – November						£763.14
J Sharp			Rectory Wood expenses (bulbs and stamps)			£554.64

Approval proposed by Mrs Oliver, seconded by Mr Cresswell, approved unanimously

 	 Bank Balances
 Current account	(at 24/11/2020)								£42,655.84
 Savings account	(at 24/11/2020)								£4,900.75

c) The resignation of the parish council internal auditor Mrs P Butts was noted. The clerk will now start   the process of appointing a replacement.

52/20	Reports of committees and working groups – No reports

53/20	Councillor reports and items for future consideration
· A highways number plate recognition camera at the end of Suffield Close was noted.
· Mr Ralph confirmed he would clear the ditch on his land by the new year, weather permitting.
· Dog fouling notices – most of the requested signs in Bransford have been installed and the clerk has followed up with MHDC regarding completion of the remainder.

54/20	Date and time of next meeting 	
	Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 26 January 2021, 7.00pm, to be held by conference call if the Memorial Hall remains closed.

	Conference call ended at 8.35pm
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